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not in effect be a divorce clause? It was manifestly im-
proper that a person in the degraded state in which it was
proposed to place Her Majesty should remain wife of the
King. The Queen Consort was a public character and it
was due to the Public that a person so degraded should not
continue in that position. The clause "That the Divorce
Clause stand part of the Bill" was then carried by a
majority of 67.
The third reading of the Bill took place two days later,
when the majority was reduced to 9. In consequence, and
also owing to the unpopularity of the proceedings, it was
felt to be inexpedient to press the matter, and Lord Liver-
pool moved that further consideration should be deferred
for six months; in other words that the Bill be dropped.
The peers consented without a division. Subsequent events
proved how correct was Lord Redesdale's intuition and
foresight. Much trouble and humiliation, both for King
and people, would have been spared had his views found
acceptance. The firm stand he took was greatly appre-
ciated. We read that Lord Colchester's presence in the
Lords was desired "to support the good law of the
Chancellor and Lord Redesdale against the forgetfulness
or perversion of law by Lord Erskine."
The Lord Chancellor thought that the Bill should either
have been rejected or passed and that the action of the
peers was beneath the dignity of the House of Lords.
"We have upon our Journals four different resolutions,
all founded upon our avowed conviction of her guilt,
and then neither to withdraw the resolutions nor to act
upon them, appears to me perfectly absurd, and both to
the country and to her, unjust. We condemn her four
times; she desires at our bar that we will allow her to be
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